
 
 
 
 
November 7, 2013 
 
Dear Father: 
 
This note is a personal invitation to Living Life as Sacred Story, a 2014 Lenten spiritual opportunity for 
you and your parish.  
 
In early 2012, with the help of Seattle pastors Frs. Ken Haydock, John Madigan, Kurt Nagel, Emmett 
Carroll, Tim Clark and Hans Olsen, and hundreds of laity in their parishes, the Sacred Story Institute 
researched, developed and published a unique prayer resource: Forty Weeks, An Ignatian Path to Christ 
with Sacred Story Prayer.  
 
I am convinced that this Ignatian pastoral resource, the foundation for the Living Live as Sacred Story 
program, will serve our laity in three key ways. The resource develops the daily prayer life necessary for 
a deep, personal relationship with Christ; it engages participants in a meaningful practice of regular 
Reconciliation; and it teaches the basics of spiritual discernment.  
 
Further information about the program is available below. The program begins in Lent 2014 and 
concludes just before Christmas 2014. 
 
Knowing many diocesan priests personally, I am well aware of the countless demands on your time. 
Living Life as Sacred Story is specifically designed to require little of a pastor’s time while intensifying 
the impact of your regular pastoral ministry as participants develop a daily prayer discipline, engage 
Reconciliation frequently, and learn basic discernment.  
 
I welcome your participation, and the participation of your parish, to Living Life as Sacred Story.  
 
To help us plan and budget for this major Institute program, it is my hope to confirm parishes in the 
Yakima Diocese interested in this opportunity before Christmas. After you review the materials, I would 
be grateful to know your thoughts on participating, and any questions that I might be able to answer.   
 
I offer my prayers for your ministry, Father, and for all those you serve. 
 
Peace, 
 

Fr. Bill Watson, S.J. 
President   
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Living Life as Sacred Story 
November 7, 2013 
 
 
Dear Father: 
 
Thank you for considering this pastoral opportunity, Living Life as Sacred Story (LLSS) for your 
parish community. It will commence in Lent of 2014 and conclude before Christmas 2014, and 
should be a good way to continue the Year of Faith in your parish.  
 
What Will LLSS Offer a Parish Community?  

1. A forty-week Ignatian-based renewal program that teaches regular engagement with 
Sacramental Reconciliation, daily prayer and spiritual discernment. This will include an 
opportunity for individuals to make a “whole-life confession,” a spiritual experience that 
180 lay persons engaged during our first project.  

2. An opportunity to participate in a program that will create a dynamic new pastoral 
resource for Catholic parishes and Adult Faith Formation leaders. 

When Does LLSS Begin & When Do Parishes Need to Register? 

1. The LLSS will begin in Lent of 2014 (March 5, 2014) and is open to all parish communities 
in the Yakima Diocese who wish to participate. But for budgeting and planning 
purposes, it would help us greatly to know interested parishes before Christmas 2013. 

2. Registration for parish participation in LLSS is now open and we urge interested Parishes 
should register at your earliest convenience at http://sacredstory.net/parish-
registration/   

What Will LLSS Parish Participation Cost? 

1. There is no cost to a parish for its engagement. SSI is fundraising to support this project. 
2. Each individual parish participant will need a copy of Forty Weeks: An Ignatian Path to 

Christ with Sacred Story Prayer. We encourage each parishioner who wants to engage 
the 40 week journey to purchase a copy from Amazon in paper or Kindle. The materials 
can also be freely accessed from our website by signing up as a member 
(sacredstory.net/dashboard). We can also arrange discounts for group sales by simply 
contacting us at admin-team@sacredstory.net  

What Commitment Does SSI Need from Participating Parishes for LLSS? 

1. The engagement of the pastor in the prayer exercises would be ideal but not required:  

mailto:admin-team@sacredstory.net


2 
 

(approximately 20 minutes/day). 
2. Opening the renewal program to any adult (over age of 18) in your parish who desires to 

participate. 
3. One or two volunteers to assist SSI at the local level to coordinate the project. These 

volunteers will need to commit about 2 hours per week to help facilitate the project 
over the course of its 40 week run.1 

What Other Opportunities are Available to Parishes with LLSS? 

1. Sacred Story Institute’s Whole-Life Survey© (WLS) is being introduced nationally with 
LLSS.  The WLS provides parishes with a 360° snapshot of the parish community. 

2. The WLS will be offered in two formats: a single assessment survey and as part of a 40 
week renewal program. For more information go to:  
http://sacredstory.net/programs/whole-life-survey/   

How Can Parishes Receive Further Information about the LLSS? 

1. Once a parish signs up, we will begin a monthly update with steps for preparing for the 
process. We will provide templates for parish handouts and for bulletin announcements 
in later January for registered parishes to advertise the program. Weekly spiritual 
lessons and bulletin/pulpit announcements will also be prepared by the Institute during 
the course of the program for parishes wising to utilize them. 

2. We will also offer the option of each registered participant receiving a weekly email 
offering spiritual advice and encouragement during the program run.  

3. A more detailed set of instructions will also be forthcoming for leaders and who are 
coordinating the project in each parish. If pastors and pastoral coordinators have 
additional questions, please contact Fr. Watson at: admin-team@sacredstory.net.  

 
Gratefully, 
 
Fr. Bill Watson, S.J. 
President 

 
 
 
 
 

Sacred Story Institute | 1401 E Jefferson, Suite 405 | Seattle, WA 98122 
Phone: 206-302-7630 | Fax: 206-302-7626 | Website: sacredstory.net 

                                                           
1 The coordinators will assist with email sign-ups for those wishing to receive a weekly encouragement from the Institute. They will also act as 
the conduit between the parish and the Institute for information troubleshooting over the course of the program.  Additional support for 
coordinators will be ongoing during the process. 
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